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ADAM L. BRAVERMAN 
United States Attorney 
BRUCE C. SMITH 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
California State Bar No. 078225 
Federal Office Building 
880 Front Street, Room 6293 
San Diego, California 92101-8893 
Telephone: (619) 546-8266 
E-mail: bruce.smith@usdoj.gov 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
United States of America 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

$22,120.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


Case no. '18CV2697DMSNLS 

COMPLAINT FOR 
FORFEITURE 


By way of complaint against the defendant $22,120.00 IN 
U.S. CURRENCY (“$22,120 in currency”), plaintiff UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA alleges: 

1. This Court has jurisdiction over this action by 
virtue of the provisions of Title 28, United States Code, 
Section 1355(a) and Title 21, United States Code, 
Section 881(a) (6), because the defendant $22,120 in currency 
constitutes money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, or proceeds traceable to 
an exchange for controlled substances in violation of 
Chapter 13 of Title 21, United States Code. 

2. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 

// 
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Title 28, United States Code, Section 1395 because the 
defendant $22,120 in currency was found in this district. 

3. On June 27, 2018, in the Southern District of 
California, at the San Diego International Airport (“SDIA”) , 
members of the San Diego Integrated Narcotics Task Force 
(“NTF”) Commercial Interdiction Unit were on duty, seeking to 
intercept and seize controlled substances and proceeds from 
the sales of controlled substances passing though 
the airport. 

A. The Task Force officers ("TFO") were trained and 
experienced, and knew that persons engaged in the commercial 
interstate distribution of controlled substances frequently 
used SDIA, and the aircraft that arrived and departed there, 
to distribute controlled substances throughout the 
United States. 

B. The Task Force officers were trained and 
experienced, and knew that persons engaged in the commercial 
interstate distribution of controlled substances frequently 
used SDIA, and the aircraft that arrived and departed there, 
to transport drug sales proceeds and funds to be used to 
purchase drugs in and out of San Diego. Those proceeds and 
funds were usually in the form of United States currency. 

C. The Task Force officers were trained and 
experienced, and knew persons engaged in the commercial 
interstate distribution of controlled substances 
frequently used couriers to transport controlled substances, 
drug sales proceeds, and funds to be used to purchase drugs 
in and out of San Diego. SDIA and the aircraft that arrived 
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and departed there are relied upon as a means of sending and 
receiving such couriers. 

4. On or about June 27, 2018, NTF Task Force officers 
and Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) agents assigned 
to NTF Team 8 at SDIA learned that AL JACKSON ("JACKSON") was 
traveling from Gulf Port, Mississippi to SDIA aboard 
United Airlines Flight 1919. 

A. JACKSON was traveling from Mississippi to SDIA 
on a one-way ticket, purchased within 24 hours of the 
scheduled departure time for the flight. 

B. JACKSON, a resident of Biloxi, Mississippi, did 
not purchase a ticket for a return flight. 

C. The Task Force officers learned JACKSON was 
flying with no checked luggage. 

D. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training 
and were experienced in investigating illegal drug and drug 
currency couriers. They knew the purchase of a cross-country, 
one-way airline flight ticket less than 24 hours before 
departure is unusual, and can be indicative the traveler is 
an illegal drug or drug currency courier. 

E. The TFOs and DEA agents knew the general 
traveling public will purchase round-trip airline tickets 
weeks or even months in advance of the scheduled 
departure date. 

F. An advance round-trip ticket purchase results in 
lower fares for the traveler. Purchasing an airline ticket 
even a week in advance of departure all but guarantees one 
will pay the highest fare. 
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G. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training 
and were experienced in investigating illegal drug and drug 
currency couriers. They knew illegal drug and drug currency 
couriers often times do not know when drugs or currency will 
be available for transport until the last minute. The nature 
of illegal drug trafficking, and its uncertainties, often 
compels couriers and their employers to purchase airline 
tickets close to the departure date. 

H. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew the Southern District of California is 
a primary source region for controlled substances cultivated 
and manufactured on the west coast of the United States 
("west coast"), Latin America, and elsewhere. 

I. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew controlled substances cultivated and 
manufactured on the west coast, in Latin America, and 
elsewhere were sent and distributed for resale from source 
regions such as San Diego to all points north and east within 
the United States. In their experience, Mississippi was a 
known destination market for controlled substances. 

5. The TFOs and DEA agents researched JACKSON's 
criminal history. 

A. JACKSON had a history of arrests in the State of 
Mississippi for, among other things, in 2013 for illegal 
possession of controlled substances, possession of marijuana, 
and illegal possession of a controlled drug. 

B. JACKSON had a history of arrests in the State of 

// 
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Louisiana and a conviction in 2014 for possession of 
marijuana, a controlled substance. 

6. On June 27, 2018, just before 10:45 a.m. in SDIA 
Terminal Two, Gate 39, the TFOs and DEA agents prepared for 
the arrival of United Airlines Flight 1919 and 
passenger JACKSON. 

7. At approximately 10:45 a.m., shortly after 
United Airlines Flight 1919 landed, the TFOs and DEA agents, 
armed with a physical description of JACKSON, located him as 
he exited the jet way from Gate 39 and walked into 
the terminal. 

A. The TFOs and DEA agents noted JACKSON was wearing 
a dark grey T-shirt, jeans, and was carrying a teal colored 
fabric carry-on bag. 

8. DEA Special Agent Beauchamp ("Agent Beauchamp") and 
DEA Special Agent Hein ("Agent Hein") walked up to JACKSON, 
identified themselves as law enforcement officers, and showed 
JACKSON their respective credentials. 

A. Agent Beauchamp assured JACKSON he was not in 
trouble, and asked to speak with JACKSON about his travels. 

B. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he flew from 
Mississippi to San Diego. 

C. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he lived in 
San Diego, but did not know the name of the district or area 
of San Diego where he lived, nor did he know the address of 
his San Diego residence. 

D. In response to Agent Beauchamp's request for 

// 
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identification, JACKSON produced a Mississippi 

driver's license. 

E. JACKSON changed his story, and told Agent 
Beauchamp he was from Mississippi, but was trying to move to 
San Diego. 

F. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp while visiting 
San Diego, he planned to stay with friends but he did not 
know his friends' address, nor did he know their names. 

G. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he planned to stay 
in San Diego for three (3) or four (4) days. 

9. Agent Beauchamp asked JACKSON for permission to 
search the contents and interior spaces of JACKSON'S teal 
colored carry-on bag. 

A. JACKSON granted consent to examine his carry-on 
bag, and handed it to Agent Hein. 

B. Agent Beauchamp asked JACKSON how much money he 
was carrying. 

C. JACKSON acknowledged he was carrying money, 
pointed to a white cloth bag in his teal colored carry-on 
bag, but said he did not know the dollar amount. 

10. While examining the contents of JACKSON'S carry-on 
bag. Agent Hein discovered a large amount of U.S. currency in 
the white cloth bag. 

A. The currency in the white cloth bag was divided 
into approximately 13 bundles. 

B. Each of the bundles of currency was secured with 
rubber bands. 

// 
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C. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew it was common for drug currency couriers 
not to know the dollar amount of money they were transporting. 

D. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew drug currency couriers do not own the 
money they transport. 

E. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew drug currency couriers are typically 
hired to perform a discreet task. They are given an amount 
of currency and a set of instructions relative to their 
journey. They are told where to take the money, how to get 
there, and how or to whom it is to be delivered. They are 
not, however, always told the dollar amount of the currency 
they are transporting. 

F. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew it is also common for the currency 
carried by drug currency couriers to be subdivided into 
smaller lots or bundles, and secured with rubber bands. 

11. JACKSON agreed to accompany the officers to the 
nearby SDIA NTF office, where the contents of JACKSON'S bag 
could be examined in a private setting, away from the crowds 
of travelers in the SDIA terminals. 

A. Agent Beauchamp repeated to JACKSON he was not 
under arrest, and was free to leave. 

B. JACKSON walked with Agent Beauchamp and 
Agent Hein to the nearby SDIA NTF office. 

12. After arriving at the NTF office. Agent Beauchamp 

// 


7 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Case 3:18-cv-02697-DMS-NLS Document 1 Filed 11/29/18 PagelD.8 Page 8 of 14 

again told JACKSON he was not under arrest and he was free 
to leave. 

A. Agent Beauchamp and JACKSON continued to discuss 
JACKSON'S plans for his visit to San Diego. 

B. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he was going to 
stay at the home of a friend in San Diego, but did not know 
the district or area of San Diego where the friend lived, nor 
did JACKSON know the friend's address. 

C. Although JACKSON said he was planning to 
relocate to San Diego, he did not research the area and had 
no idea where in the San Diego region he would shop 
for housing. 

13. Upon opening JACKSON'S carry-on bag and examining 
the currency in the white cloth bag, the agents immediately 
realized JACKSON was transporting an unusually large amount 
of money. 

A. Given that JACKSON was only 23 years of age, the 
agents were curious about JACKSON'S personal finances. 

B. JACKSON said in 2016, when he was 21 years of 
age, he worked as an electrician for his uncle. 

C. JACKSON said his uncle paid him $23.00 per hour, 
but JACKSON was paid "in cash." 

D. The agents asked for the uncle's telephone 
number, so they could call the uncle and confirm JACKSON'S 
work history, but JACKSON refused to give the agents 
that information. 

E. JACKSON told the agents he had no documentation, 

// 
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or proof of any type, supporting his work or income history 
with his uncle. 

F. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp his earnings as an 
electrician were not documented in his income tax returns 
because he did not file income tax returns. 

14. Agent Beauchamp asked JACKSON about his employment 
and income history since 2016. 

A. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he was actively 
employed as a professional "rap" or "hip-hop" performer. 

B. JACKSON explained other such artists paid 
JACKSON to perform and appear in their recordings and videos. 

C. When the agents asked for JACKSON'S "stage" or 
performing name, JACKSON declined to disclose it. 

D. When the agents asked for JACKSON to guide them 
to images or videos on social media of JACKSON performing, 
JACKSON declined to do so. 

E. JACKSON told the agents he had no documentation, 
or proof of any type, supporting his work or income history 
as a professional "rap" or "hip-hop" performer. 

F. JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp his earnings as a 
professional "rap" or "hip-hop" performer were not documented 
in his income tax returns because he did not file income 
tax returns. 

15. Agent Beauchamp asked JACKSON several times to state 
the dollar amount of the currency he was carrying. 

A. Each time JACKSON was called upon to state the 
dollar amount of the currency in his bag, he offered a 
different total. 
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B. At one point, JACKSON told Agent Beauchamp he 
was carrying $10,000.00. 

C. Later in the conversation, JACKSON told Agent 
Beauchamp he was carrying $12,000.00. 

D. At another point in the interview, JACKSON told 
Agent Beauchamp he was carrying $15,000.00. 

E. It was readily apparent to Agent Beauchamp and 
the other agents JACKSON had no idea how much money he 
was transporting. 

F. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew that it was common for drug currency 
couriers not to know the dollar amount of money they 
were transporting. 

G. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew drug currency couriers do not own the 
money they transport. 

H. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew drug currency couriers are typically 
hired to perform a discreet task. They are given an amount 
of currency and a set of instructions relative to 
their journey. They are told where to take the money, how to 
get there, and how or to whom it is to be delivered. They 
are not, however, always told the dollar amount of the 
currency they are transporting. 

I. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew it is also common for drug currency 
couriers, when contacted by law enforcement, to understate 
the amount of money they are transporting. 
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16. Agent Beauchamp asked JACKSON to explain why the 
currency inside the white cloth bag was subdivided into 
bundles and secured with networks of rubber bands. 

A. JACKSON said he divided the currency by 
denomination to keep track of the total. 

B. The TFOs and DEA agents were trained and 
experienced, and knew it is common for the currency carried 
by drug currency couriers to be subdivided into smaller lots 
or bundles, and secured with rubber bands. 

17. The currency discovered in the white cloth bag in 
JACKSON'S teal colored carry-on bag was subdivided into 
approximately 13 bundles, each secured by rubber bands. 

18. The currency concealed in the white cloth bag was 
combined, counted, and determined to have a dollar value of 
$22,120.00, not $10,000.00, or $12,000.00, or $15,000.00 as 
stated earlier by JACKSON. 

19. The currency concealed in the white cloth bag is the 
defendant $22,120 in currency. 

20. The defendant $22,120 in currency was made up of 629 
bills, in five (5) different denominations. 

A. The defendant $22,120 in currency consisted of 
124 $100.00 bills, one (1) $50.00 bill, 465 $20,000.00 bills, 
35 $10.00 bills, and four (4) $5.00 bills. 

B. Of the 629 bills making up the defendant $22,120 
in currency, the great majority of the bills, to wit, 465, 
were in the $20.00 denomination. 

21. The TFOs and DEA agents had specialized training and 
were experienced in investigating illegal drug traffickers 
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and drug currency couriers. They knew illegal street drug 
sales were virtually always conducted as an exchange of drugs 
for currency. 

A. The most common denomination used in illegal 
street drug transactions was the $20.00 bill. 

B. Approximately 75% of the defendant $22,120 in 
currency was made up of $20.00 bills. 

22. On June 27, 2018, at the SDIA NTF office, in 

JACKSON'S presence, TFO Aiken, a trained and experienced 
narcotic detection dog handler, used his trained and 
certified narcotic detection dog, "Bagherra", to conduct an 
examination of the defendant $22,120 in currency. 

A. TFO Aiken and Bagherra were trained and 

certified as a dog handler and narcotic detection dog team. 

B. Bagherra was trained to display a behavior or 
“alert” when she encountered the scents or odors of a variety 
of controlled substances. 

C. TFO Aiken was trained and experienced in 

recognizing Bagherra's trained behaviors or alerts. 

D. When exposed to the defendant $22,120 in 
currency, Bagherra alerted to the presence of the scent of 
one or more controlled substances upon the currency. 

E. TFO Aiken observed the alert, told Agent 

Beauchamp of the alert, and explained its significance. 

23. The defendant $22,120 in currency was seized for 
forfeiture by the DEA as currency constituting proceeds of 
the purchase (s) of controlled substances, and money possessed 
// 
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with the intent to be furnished in exchange for 
controlled substances. 

24. The defendant $22,120 in currency constitutes money 
furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a 
controlled substance, in violation of Chapter 13, Title 21, 
United States Code. 

25. Alternatively, the defendant $22,120 in currency 
constitutes proceeds of, or proceeds traceable to, an 
exchange for a controlled substance, in violation of 
Chapter 13, Title 21, United States Code. 

26. Alternatively, the defendant $22,120 in currency was 
used or intended to be used to facilitate an exchange for a 
controlled substance, in violation of Chapter 13, Title 21, 
United States Code. 

27. As a result of the foregoing, the defendant $22,120 
in currency is liable to condemnation and to forfeiture to 
the United States for its use in accordance with Title 21, 
United States Code, §881 (a) (6). 

28. The defendant $22,120 in currency is presently 
deposited within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

// 

// 

// 
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WHEREFORE, the United States prays that due process issue 
to enforce the forfeiture of the defendant $22,120 in 
currency, and that due notice be given to all interested 
parties to appear and show cause why said forfeiture should 
not be declared. 

DATED: November 29, 2018 

ADAM L. BRAVERMAN 

United States Attorney 

s/ Bruce C. Smith 

BRUCE C. SMITH 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
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